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DIAEY OP CLEMENT HUMPHEEYS, OP 
PHILADELPHIA. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MISS LETITIA A. HUMPHEEYS. 

[John Marshall, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney and Elbridge Gerry 
were appointed in June of 1797 envoys to France. They arrived at 
Paris in October, and were shortly after approached by secret agents 
(X. Y. Z.) of Talleyrand with a demand for money — £50,000 for private 
account and a loan to the government. These suggestions were repelled 
with indignation, and a paper prepared by Mr. Marshall was sent to 
the minister, which set forth with great precision and force of argument 
the views and requirements of the United States, and their earnest 
desire for maintaining friendly relations with France. But it availed 
nothing, and Pinckney and Marshall, who were Federalists, were 
ordered to leave the country, while Gerry, as a Eepublican, was 
allowed to remain. The news of these events was received in America 
with the deepest indignation. Clement Humphreys was sent by Timothy 
Pickering, Secretary of State, as bearer of dispatches to Mr. Gerry, and 
it was while on this service that the following diary was kept.] 

Friday, March SO, 1798. — "Waited on T. Pickering Esq. 
Sect 7 of State and rec d my orders together with my dis- 
patches, at about 2 P. M., went on board the United States 
Brigg Sophia. Cap" Henry Geddes, and proceeded on our 
Voyage, at night off. Wilmington. 

Saturday, March 81. — Went on shore at Wilmington with 
Mr Joseph Dugan, and proceeded up the creek, to New- 
port, dined with Cap n Geddes, at 4 P. M. Set off for Wil- 
mington & in the evening set off and arrived at New Castle, 
at which place we lodged. 

Sunday, April 1. — Sent our Stock on board ; in the after- 
noon went on board in comp y with Cap* Geddes & Mr 
Dugan, and the vessel proceeded down the river at about 
8 a. m. Came to anchor at Reedy Island wind ahead. 
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Monday, April 2. — All these Twenty four hours blowing 
a very heavy gale from the JS" E. accompanied with rain &c. 

Tuesday, April 8. — All these twenty four hours Blowing 
very heavy from the N". E. with a considerable deal of rain. 

Wednesday, April 4-. — Blowing very heavy from the N. E. 
raining very hard. 

Thursday, April 5. — The gale still continues from the K E. 

Friday, April 6. — At about 5 O'clock weighed anchor 
and proceed down the Bay; at 3 P. M. the Pilot left us. 
Wind about K E. and moderate ; in the evening it blowed 
fresh. Proceeding on our passage with head winds, untill 

Friday, April 18. — Fresh breezes in the morning, accom- 
panied with much rain, at about 3 o'clock P. M., a severe- 
flash of Lightning struck our Main Mast, about 4 feet above 
the deck, and started a Plank, from thence it proceeded 
along a Beam, and passed through the Brig side, starting 
at the same time the plank, also broke a small piece of 
moulding off. A very heavy sea running at the same time. 

N. B. The Lightning also set fire to our Main Top Gal- 
lant Sail, which was prevented from spreading on account 
of the sail being very wet. Proceeding on our passage 

Sunday, May 6. — Saw several sail at about 10 P. M. dis- 
covered a convoy ahead, at half past 3 was brought too by 
a British forty-gun ship, the Camel, Cap' Bell, who desired 
us not to go ahead of him. At 7 a boat from the Camel 
came on board and took out Cap* Geddes and detained him 
all night. A Leiutenant. a Mates Mate, and two men was sent 
on board of us <fc took possesion. Lat. 49 : 30 — Lon. 6. 30. 

Monday, May 7.— The Leiutenant still on board & the 
Convoy in Company; at 12 a. m. Cap 4 Geddes returned on 
board, after having been oblidged to go on board the Com- 
modore, who on examining our papers, permitted us to pass 
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on. At about 7 P. M. passed by tbe Commodore (Gifford 
in the Frigate Mahoneiza of 31 guns) ; at 9 P. M. saw Scilly 
light dis't. about 6 or 7 Leagues, bearing N". N. E. 

Tuesday, May 8. — Preceding up Chanel passed by a num- 
ber of vessels ; at about 5 P. M. saw the Land bearing to E"., 
a number of vessels in sight, At 7 P. M. was brought too 
by a British Cutter Brig of 16 guns and permitted to pass, 
the land in sight and off Plymouth Sound; the Eddystone 
bearing N". distance 7 Leagues : light winds from N". W. 

Wednesday, May 9. — Proceeding up Channel, a number 
of vessels in sight; also several ships of War; at 6 P. M 
saw the Bill of Portland ; light airs from the Westward. 

Thursday, May 10. — Proceeding up Channel, a number 
of vessels in sight : at 9 a. m., bore away for Havre, the Isle 
of Wight distance about 6 or 7 Leagues. 

Friday, May 11. — At about 6 P. M. arrived at Havre de 
Grace, went on shore and procured a Passport, to proceed 
to Paris ; dined with Mons. Delamotte, the American Con- 
sul ; at 5 P. M. set out for Paris & travelled all night. A 
deal of rain all night. 

Saturday, May 12 At 3 P. M. passed through Eouen ; 

also passed through a number of small towns ; the Country 
very beautifull. At about 5 P. M. arrived at Paris ; waited 
on Mr Gerry and delivered him my dispatches, and took 
lodgings at the Hotel D'Elbeuf. 

Sunday, May 18. — Wrote a circular letter to the Consuls 
respecting the relief of American Seamen, & in the even- 
ing went to the Opera House. 

Monday, May 14-. — Making arrangements for Cap' Geddes; 
wrote to Cap* G. 

Tuesday, May 15. — Waited on 1 st Sec y of the Minister of 
foreign affairs and procured a passport for Montpellier. In 
the afternoon took a seat in the diligence for Lyons. 
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Wednesday, May 16. — After breakfast set out accompanied 
with M. Waldo, from Boston, veiwed the Pantheon, a most 
superb building; from thence went to the Jardin des Plants, 
a very beautifull place, & from thence to the Goblines, to 
see the manufactary of Tapestry. 

Thursday, May 17.— Breakfasted with M r Waldo; at 3 
P. M. set out for Lyons or Montpelleir in the Dilligence. 

Friday, May 18. — Continued on my journey; at 8 a. m. 
arrived at Auxerre & there lodged ; 

Saturday, May 19. — Continued on my journey, dined at 
Avalon. 

Sunday, May 20. — Continued on my journey: dined at 
Chalons; from thence took passage in the dilligence by 
water, on the river Soane in a batteau, drawn by four 
horses; at 9 a. m. arrived at & lodged at Macon. 

Monday, May 21. — At 5 A. M. set out from Macon, by 
water; dined at Trevous; at 3 P. M., arrived at Lyons, 
waited on Gen 1 Pinckney & communicated my business to 
him. In the evening went to the Grand Theatre in comp 7 
with the Gen 1 P. ; took lodgings at the Hotel du Pare Place 
du Terreaux. 

Tuesday, May 22. — Rose early & took a seat in the Dille- 
gence for Paris. Walked about the quay & Place de Bel- 
cour ; in the evening took a walk with Gen 1 P. & his lady. 

Wednesday, May 28. — Rose early and walked over Pont 
du Bois in the river Rhone into Dauphine. After breakfast 
walked to the junction of the river Soane & the Rhone; in 
the evening went to the Grand Theatre in comp 7 with Gen 1 
P. & his lady. Rec d dispatches from Gen 1 P. to Col" Pick- 
ering Sec 7 of State. 

Thursday, May 24.. — At 7 P. M. set out from Lyons for 
Paris; at 12 passed Villefranche ; at 1 passed St. George; 
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at 5 A. M. arrived and dined at Macon, the road very fine 
and the country very beautifull ; at 2 saw Mont Blanc and 
at 4 arrived at Chalons. 

Friday, May 25. — Passed through [torn], at 5 P. M. 
arrived at Solieul & supped. 

Saturday, May 26. — Passed by Vermenton ; at 7 break- 
fasted at Auxerre; at 12 passed Joigney, passed by 3 or 
4000 Troops ; at 2 passed through Villineuve St. George ; 
at 4 A. M. passed Sens ; at 6 P. M. arrived & dined Ville- 
neuve du Guyard; passed by Montrose. 

Sunday, May 27. — At 7 P. M. arrived at Paris ; rec d sev- 
eral letters from the Consuls, & Cap" Geddes, wrote to the 
latter ; in the evening went to the Theatre Vaudeville. 

Monday, May 28. — Wrote letters to Cap" Q-eddes & Mr 
Dugan ; rec d a letter from one of the Consuls ; in the even- 
ing went to the Theatre Odeon — wrote to the Sec y of State. 

Tuesday, May 29. — Rose early & copied off the letter from 
Gen 1 Pinckney to me ; also made a Statement of the conver- 
sation that passed between Gen 1 P. and myself relative to 
Mr. Gerry sailing in the Sophia, which was delivered Mr. 
G. — also wrote Gen 1 P. & enclosed him a copy of the same. 
In the evening went to the Jarden d'Idalie. near the 
Champs D'Elysee ; passed through the Champ, & also place 
De la Revolution. 

Wednesday, May SO. — Rose early & wrote to Cap" Geddes ; 
walked as far as the Consuls for letters, & rec a two from 
Havre; in the afternoon walked through the Jardin des 
Thulleries, a very beautifull place. 

. Thursday, May SI. — Rose early & wrote to Cap" Geddes ; 
after breakfast waited on Mr. Skipwith relative to the 
situation of the Sophia at Havre, and requested his assist- 
ance in procuring permission for her to proceed to a place 
of safety; he informed me Mr Gerry ought to do it. I 



Diary of Clement Humphreys. 39 

replied that Mr. Gerry could not, owing to the publication 
of the Dispatches. Mr. Skip with afterward said if I would 
write him upon the subject, he would attend to it. Went 
with Mr. Skipwith to the Post Office, there rec a Mr Dobree 
aect. from Nantes for monies furnished distressed American 
Seamen, the same being accompanied with the vouchers 
amt g to £280. Examined s a acct & and found it to agree; 
also rec a a letter from Mr Cathalaw, Consul at Marseilles. 
The above mentioned acct I find includes all the monies 
advanced by Mr Dobree. In the evening rode as far as 
the Boulvard with Mr. Middleton ; went to the Ice houses. 

Friday, June 1. — Rose early and wrote to Mr J. C. Bar- 
nett at Brest & to Mr. Dobree at Nantes, also wrote Mr 
Skipwith respecting the Sophia; called at his office for 
letters ; in the evening went to the Theatre Faydeau. 

Saturday, June 2. — Called at Mr. Skipwith's office for let- 
ters, received none ; went to the Council of five hundred ; 
saw them at business dressed in their habits. Agreed with 
Mr. Andrews for what money I should want, he to let me 
have for my Bills on the Secretary of State at Thirty days 
sight, and at the current exchange ; — in the afternoon went 
as far as the Boulvards. 

Sunday, June 8. — Rose early and wrote letters to Havre; 
ree d a letter from Cap" Geddes ; before dinner walked in the 
Jarden de Luxembourg. 

Monday, June 4- — Rose early & wrote letters to Havre; 
went to the office of the Consul & received a letter ; after 
dinner wrote letters to Havre ; in the evening walked as far 
as the Palais de Egalite, &c. 

Tuesday, June 5. — Rose early & walked out. "Wrote 
letters to Havre ; walked as far as the Consuls, & a propo- 
sition to him respecting a passport for Mr. Dugan. In the 
evening rode out to Baggatelle in eomp 7 with Mr. Gerry & 
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Madame Vilette ; this place is very beautifull and a great 
variety throughout the gardens; formerly the place of 
D'Artois. 

Wednesday, June 6. — Rose early & walked out — went to 
the office of the Consuls for letters, rec d none ; then went to 
the Louvre and saw the paintings, that were brought from 
Italy, also several peices of Statuary; — in the evening went 
to the Ice Houses. 

Thursday, June 7. — Rose early and walked out. It was 
proposed by Mr Gerry that I should proceed directly to 
Havre, in consequence of which, set about making prepara- 
tion ; went to Mr. Shipwiths & settled with him & rec d a 
certificate from him. The Minister of Foreign Affairs in- 
formed Mr. Tazwell that the passport I now have will be 
sufficient; — making arrangements to set out. 

Friday, June 8. — Rose early & packed up my trunks, and 
went out and hired a Cabriolet for Havre ; wrote three Blank 
bills of Exchange & signed them on the Sec y of State of the 
IT States and gave them to Mr B. Gerry and he is to make 
use of them in discharging Cap n Geddes bill on me, from 
Havre. At 1 P. M. set out from Maison D'Elbeuf for 
Havre ; passed through Pontoise Magny, travelled all night. 

Saturday, June 9 Continued on my route, passed through 

Bacanton, Ifto, & Bolbeck & c ; at 11 A. M. arrived at Havre, 
waited on Mr. Delamotte, had my passport vised at the 
Municipality ; dined at Norris Hotel ; at 3 P. M. set out in 
the passage boat from Havre & at 4 P. M. arrived at Hon- 
fleur ; walked out on the Hills, lodged on board the Sophia. 

Sunday, June 10. — Rose early and wrote letters to Paris ; 
walked about the Town ; in the evening went to Theatre ; 
the wind blowing strong from the Eastward. 

Monday, June 11. — Rose early; after breakfast walked 
out with Cap" Geddes procuring things for the voyage. 
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After dinner wrote letters to Mr Gerry and Gen 1 Pinckney, 
and in the afternoon nine Seamen including the mate were 
rec a on board, being the crew of the American Ship Eagle, 
of Phil"., which was sold at Havre. 

Tuesday, June 12. — Rose early and prepared for going to 
Havre, set out in the passage boat at Havre, went to Mr. 
Delamotte's office, rec d a letter from Nantes; went with 
Cap" Geddes to purchase several articles; after dinner 
walked as far as Ingouville, from thence to the adjacent 
hills; saw the British squadron, standing close along the 
shore ; the gunboats commenced firing as they passed. 
This day advanced Mr Pye six guineas, which he is to 
repay in America. 

Wednesday, June 13. — Rose early and walked out; at 
about 8 A. M. the gun boats attacked the British Squadron 
that was ranging along shore ; went on the hills to see the 
Action. Went to the prison to the four Americans that 
were confined ; paid off the bills of Josiah Everson, a dis- 
tressed Sailor that was left here sick; in the evening waited 
on Mr. Delamotte made some arrangement for paying him ; 
returned home & wrote to Paris. 

Thursday, June H.. — Rose early, rec d sum of money from 
Cap' Cartwright & paid it to Cap* Geddes for to defray the 
Expenses of the Sophia. At about 7 A. M. set off for Hon- 
fleur in the passage boat; employed in copying letters, in 
the evening walked about the town. 

Friday, June 15. — Employed in copying my letters into 
the Letter Book ; walked about the Town, in "the evening 
took a walk. 

Saturday, June 16. — Employed in copying my letters, 
walked out in the afternoon, took lodgings in Rue 
D'Egalite ; wrote to Paris to Mr Gerry — 

Monday, June 18. — Wrote letters to Mr Gerry and also 
received one from him; which is the first; also rec d one 
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from Gen 1 Pinckney ; dined on shore, after dinner walked 
along the sea shore, and in the evening returned on hoard. 

Tuesday, June 19. — Rose early & packed up some clothes 
and prepared to set out for Havre; went to the passage 
boat to take passage for Havre, but was prevented by an 
order from the Municipality of Paris, which they say is not 
to suffer any American to cross over; spoke to one of the 
Municipality, he refered me to the Commissary of Marine ; 
he said, he must have orders from the Municipality to give 
us permission & requested we would call on the Munici- 
pality. At 5 P. M. agreeable to appointment, waited on 
them, and after showing them my passport, they agreed & 
after a great deal of trouble and quibbling they said we 
might go, but that we must have a passport to return, as 
also a passport for permission to depart in the Sophia for 
the TJ. States, when ready. 

Wednesday, June 20. — Rose early & wrote letters to 
Paris to Mr. Gerry and Mr. Shipwith ; walked out and at 
half past two P. M. set out in the passage boat for Havre, 
the wind ahead blowing strong, & at half past five P. M. 
arrived at Havre. Went to Mr. Delamottes, found the 
office shut, lodged at ISTorris Hotel. 

Thursday, June 21. — After breakfast went to Mr Dela- 
motte's office, rec d a letter from Mr Gerry & Mr Shipwith, 
& also one from Gen 1 Pinckney. "Went to the Municipality 
to get permission to sail in the Sophia for the IT. States ; 
they granted it: from thence went to the Commisary of 
Marine, & after having taken down in writing such proof 
as they asked for, my passport was then carried to the Com- 
misary ; he refused to grant permission for my departure & 
said he would not permit us to go, told us (Mr Dugan & 
myself) that our passports must be sent to Paris, and first 
signed by the Minister of Marine, before we could be 
allowed to sail from this or any other port. From thence 
we went to the Municipality & acquainted them, of our 



Diary of Clement Humphreys. 43 

situation ; they would not give me a card of hospitality if I 
sent my passport ; but that if any one should arrest me, 
that they would demand me. In a conference with Mr 
Delamotte upon the subject of the four Americans that are 
now confined in this place, he said it would not do for me 
to write to the officer of Marine upon any acct. & in the 
evening walked out. 

Friday, June 22. — After breakfast wrote letters to Philad. 
Went to Mr. Delamotte's office, rec d of Mr Dugan his dft. 
on Bordeaux for £5476 .. 19 .. 2., which I endorsed over 
& paid to Cap n Hy. Geddes to pay off the Disbursments of 
the U. S. brig Sophia under his command — for which bill 
I am to give Mr Dugan my df on the Sec' 7 of State of the 
U. States at the rate of 5£ 8 = f! dollar — in the evening 
went to the Theatre. 

Saturday, June 23. — Wrote several letters; went to the 
oifice of Mr. Delamotte & rec d a letter from Mr. Fenwick, 
together with his account for the monies advanced to 
American seamen. Part of Mr Gerry's baggage arrived 
this day viz. 3 cases, two trunks & 1 bbl. 

Sunday, June 24.. — Wrote letters to Paris ; went to the 
prison to see Reetman & another American seaman that 
is there confined; after dinner walked to Ingouville, re- 
turned & went to the Theatre. 

Monday, June 25 Wrote to Mr SMpwith ; went to the 

prison to see the American seamen that are confined, and 
took down in writing the manner in which they came to 
this country. 

Tuesday, June 26. — Wrote letters ; walked out; after din- 
ner walked on the Hills ; made some arrangement relative 
to the seaman in prison ; in the evening went to the Theatre. 

Wednesday, June 27. — After breakfast went to Mr Dela- 
motte rec d two letters from Paris, also one from Cap' Geddes, 
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respecting the seamen on board his vessel, & wrote to 
Cap" Geddes; dined with Mr Homberg, and afterwards 
walked out to the canal, from thence to Ingouville, and 
returned home. 

Thursday, June 28. — Rec d several letters, also wrote to 
Paris ; went to a notary with Cap" Leech to get his certifi- 
cate to prove W m Bootman is an American, but it being 
Decade day, no business could be done. 

Friday, June 29. — "Went to the Notary and procured 
Cap" Leech, M r Collet & Cap" Hawse Certificate relative 
to Bootman; from thence went to the prison and saw 
James Thomson an American seaman that is there con- 
fined. Cap" Hawse is also to give me a certificate for him 
& James Meaden; rec a a letter from Mr Gerry — walked 
out. 

Saturday, June SO. — Rose early & wrote letters to Paris ; 
rec d a letter from Cap" Geddes; after dinner walked out 
through Ingouville. 

Sunday, July 1. — Rose early and wrote to Cap" Geddes ; 
rec d a letter from Fenwick, our Consul at Bordeaux, in 
which I found he had drawn on me at Paris, but that the 
bill was protested & returned. Wrote Mr. Fenwick upon 
the subject, also wrote Gen 1 Pinckney, and agreed with 
Mr Dugan for his bill on Bordeaux for the am' of Fen- 
wick's acct. In the evening went to the Theatre. 

Monday, July 2. — "Wrote to Cap" Geddes, also enclosed 
Gen 1 Pinckney Mr Dugans bill on Bordeaux for £2577 .. 
15. which is to be paid Fenwick for the advances he has 
made to American seamen, in virtue of my letter to him of 
the 13 th May last, as "§ his ace* dated Bordeaux 9 June 
1798 ; also sent the 2 d bill for the same sum to Gen 1 Pinck- 
ney under cover to Mr Bernard. "Wrote to Mr Skipwith 
and enclosed him the certificates relative to W m Bootman, 
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James Meaden & John Thomson, being citizens of the 
United States of America. 

Tuesday, July 8 -Rose early & wrote to Cap" Geddes 

rec a two letters from Paris, also wrote to Mr Tazewell &" 
walked out. 

Wednesday, July £. — Rose early and wrote letters to Paris; 
had Mr Gerry's baggage sent to Honfleur ; waited on the 
Municipality for leave to go to Honfleur; they informed 
Mr. Franque, that they would not give me a passport, but 
that I must go there, and quit Havre, as they said no Ameri- 
can must be here, unless their vessel is here also. 

Thursday, July 5. — Rose early and prepared for going to 
Honfleur. At 12 set off in the passage boat for Honfleur; 
at about half past one A. M. arrived. & dined on board the 
Sophia. 

Friday, July 6. — "Wrote letters to Paris & rec d a letter from 
Mr Dugan at Havre; in the morning walked into the 
country. 

Saturday, July 7. — Rec d a letter from Mr Tazewill, which 
enclosed Mr. Dugans, Cap" Frenchies & my passport, signed 
by the Minister of Marine. & imediately sent Cap" Frenchie 
to Havre. Took lodgings on shore; sent Mr. Dugan my 
df * on the Sec 7 of State of the United States of America, at 
10 days sight Dollars 1491 .. T J T 

Sunday, July 8. — After breakfast walked out ; wrote to 
Mr Tazwell and Mr Dugan. 

Monday, July 9. — Rose early ; after breakfast employed 
copying my letters in the letter book ; rec d a letter from 
W. T. Paris & in the evening was enformed that a gen 1 
Embargo was laid on Americans only. 

Tuesday, July 10. — Rose early & wrote letters ; advanced 
Cap" Jos Cartwright Twenty-four Crowns, to pay his expences 
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until the departure of the U. S. brig Sophia, which Item he 
is to refund ; rec a a letter from Mr Dugan. 

Wednesday, July 11. — Rose early, after copying my letters 
walked out ; rec a a letter from Paris, which mentions, that it 
is reported at Paris, that Congress have ordered all privateers 
to be brought in & that all communications with Prance & her 
Colonies is to cease after the 1" of July. The above men- 
tioned letter was from Mr. Collet & to Mr. Dugan or myself. 

Thursday, July 12. — Rose early — walked out ; in the even- 
ing rec d a letter from Mr Dugan. 

Friday, July 18. — Rose early & prepared for setting out 
for Havre. At 9 O.Clock set off in the passage boat and 
about 12 arrived at Havre, when I was immediately ar- 
rested, together with Cap" Geddis black boy, by two Sol- 
diers, who marched us off to the Commisary of the police, 
who directly said that no Americans were allowed to come 
to Havre, and said that the soldiers must conduct me to the 
Municipality which they did, and at both these places. I 
explained to them the nature of my business and after 
some dificulty I was released, but with orders to compleat 
my business as quick as possible & to quit Havre. Went 
to the Post Office and received a letter from I. Gilpin, also 
rec a one from W. Tazewell ; in the afternoon went to the 
Prison to see Beetman & Meaden. 

Saturday, July 14-. — Rose early and set off from Havre in 
the packet boat at 9 A. M. and arrived at Honfleur ; blow- 
ing very fresh from S. W. and a very heavy sea. Mr 
Dugan arrived from Havre. 

Sunday, July IS. — Rose early, and wrote to the Sec 7 of 
State, also a copy of my letter to him ; wrote to Mr. Gerry ; 
walked out, at 3 P. M. Mr. Dugan sett off for Paris — in the 
evening went to the Theatre. 

Monday, July 16. — Rose early, walked, and in the after- 
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noon wrote letters to Mr. J. Bernard, of Bordeaux and to 
Mr Dobree, Nantes. 

Tuesday, July 17. — "Walked out; wrote a letter to Mess* 
Delamotte & Co to send me three hundred crowns. — In the 
evening went to the Theatre. 

Wednesday, July 18. — "Walked out, & rec a a letter from 
Mr Fenwick, aeknowleding the receipt of the bill I sent 
him ; in the afternoon wrote to Mr F — & in the evening 
went to the Theatre. 

Thursday, July 19. — Walked out in the country to a fair ; 
rec d a letter from Mr. Tazewell, informing me. that Mr 
Gerry would set off for this in a day or two. In the after- 
noon rec d a letter from Gen 1 Pinckney, at Bordeaux, with a 
recept inclosed from Mr. Fenwick. 

Friday, July 20. — "Walked out, rec d a letter from Delamotte 
& Co also from Gen 1 Pinckney & Cap" L. Jones; rec d 900 
Livres from Delamotte & Co by the hands of Lallermand & 
Co. ; advanced Nicholas Pye twenty two crowns. 

Saturday, July 21. — Rose early, rec d a letter from Mr. 
Gardner; drew a sett of Exchange on Mr. John Bernard, of 
Bordeaux, ^ order of J. Dugan, for 1800 livrs. in favor of 
Delamotte & Co, which I enclosed them in a letter ; also 
rec a 900 livrs from Delamotte & C° f the hands of Lalle- 
mand & Co ; drew a set of Exchange on Timothy Picker- 
ing Sec 7 of State in favor of John Bernard for 333* Dol- 
lars, which is to pay my df* of 1800 Livres that I drew on 
him. "Wrote to Mr. Bernard, & in the evening walked out. 

Sunday, July 22. — Sent Delamotte & C° my df ' on John 
Bernard of Bordeaux, for 1800 livrs. also sent Mr Bernard of 
Bordeaux, my sett of Exhange on the Sec y of State JJ. S. for 
Dolls. 333* f post. Eec d a letter from Mr. Tazewell— in the 
evening walked in the country, returned & went to the Theatre. 
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Monday, July 23. — Walked out, wrote a letter to Mr 
Tazewell ; in the evening walked into the country. 

Tuesday, July 24-. — Rose early & walked out ; wrote letters 
to Paris & Bordeaux ; in the evening walked out into the 
country. 

Wednesday, July 25. — Rose early & walked out; in the 
evening rec a a letter from Mr. Waldo, informing me. that 
he could go in the Sophia ; — took lodgings on shore. 

Thursday, July 26. — Rose early & wrote several letters ; 
sent Mr Franque £34 .. 10 .. . for the paym't &c of Taze- 
well's cases of books — Went to the custom house to know 
whether, if Mr Waldos watches were shipped on board the 
Sophia it would in any way tend to destroy her security as 
a gov' vessel, and if it would subject her to pay tonnage ; 
they answered no. it would not, but that there would be 
about 20 livres for a permit, which is the only charge that 
would arise in consequence of their being aboard, accord- 
ingly I permitted them to be put aboard. 

Friday, July 27. — Rose early; rec d a letter from M 
Franque. This day being the anniversary of the downfall 
of Terror, or the death of Robespeirre, it was celebrated in 
the town. 

Saturday, July 28. — Rose early, and walked out ; returned 
& wrote letters to Paris ; also enclosed Mr. Shipwith the 
certificate signed by Cap" Henderson & Cap" Keer concern- 
ing John Olague, an American seaman confined in the 
prison at Havre. 

Sunday, July 29. — Rose early & prepared for setting off 
for Havre, but found that the Municipality would give me 
no information ; wrote a letter to Mr. Gerry at Havre, rec d 
two letters from Paris from W. T. 

Monday, July 80. — Rose early & prepared to go to Havre 
to meet Mr. Gerry, & had my passport signed for that pur- 
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pose. At 11 set off in the passage boat & about one OC u 
arrived at Havre, when I was immediately arrested by two 
guards, who conducted me to the Municipality when I 
was liberated. Met Mr Gerry on the quay; dined with 
Mr. Delamotte ; after dinner Mr. Gerry requested I would 
copy his letter to the Minister of foreign Relation of the 
French Republic. Mr Gerry requested I would order the 
Sophia to come to anchor off Havre, & he would there join 
us. I told him I thought he had best come to Honfleur & 
have his name inserted on the Role; he said he did not 
think there was any occasion for it. The wind favorable 
& from the Eastward; in the evening copying the above 
mentioned letter for Mr. Gerry. 

Tuesday, July 31. — Rose early & finished the aforemen- 
tioned letter & carried it, together with Mr Gerry's letter 
book to him at Ingouville. At 9 A. M. set off for Honfleur 
& arrived about half past ten O'Clock same morning. 
Requested Cap" Geddes to clear the Sophia for Sea & to 
sail in the morning, and to come to anchor off Havre, that 
Mr. Gerry would join us there in a boat. He immediately 
set about it, but found he could not do it unless Mr Gerry 
was here to have his name inserted on the role d'Equipage. 
I then went with him (Cap" Geddes) to the office of the 
Commisary of Marine; we were informed that Mr Gerry 
must be here, before the vessel could be cleared out for sea ; 
that his name must be inserted on the role ; accordingly I 
directly sent an express to Mr Gerry informing him of the 
circumstances. 

Wednesday, August 1. — Rose early, rec d a letter from Mr. 
Gerry & answered it; in the evening went to the Commis- 
sioner of Marine & had several seamen entered on the Role 
d'Equipage — the vessel ready & waiting for Mr Gerry. 

Thursday, August %. — Rose early, rec 4 two letters from M r 
Gerry, one in French, & immediately went to the Commis- 
sary of Marine, Custom house &°, showed them the letter 
vol. xxxii — 4 
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from Mr Gerry to me ; their answer was that they would 
not clear the vessel for any where else but for the U. States, 
that they would not give us permission to come to anchor 
m the roads of Havre. Accordingly I wrote to Mr Gerry 
of the particulars ; also wrote Delamotte & 0° for 1800 livres. 
In the afternoon employed in writing letters & drawing bills 
&°, the wind to the W. 

Friday , August S. — Rose early & wrote letters ; enclosed 
F. Shipwith Esq consul of the U. States at Paris my 
df on J. Bernard, of Bordeaux, for Livres 4,200., which he 
is to make use of releiving distressed American seamen now 
in prison in France ; also enclosed Mr. J. Bernard my df * 
on the Sec' 7 of State for 1110 T S & D° lls to meet my dP on him 
for 6000 Livres. This day rec a no letter from M. Gerry — 
wrote letters to Mr Gerry & Mr Delamotte, also to Gen 1 
Pinckney. This day a Cap n Curtis, a distressed American 
arrived from Rouen to go home in the Sophia. 

Saturday, August £. — Pose early & wrote letters &° ; rec 4 
a letter from Mr Gerry, also waited on the Commissary of 
Marine ; he showed me a letter he had rec d from the Minis- 
ter of Marine at Paris, which was to clear the Sophia for 
Havre, and not in the roads ; accordingly wrote Mr Gerry. 
In the afternoon wrote letters for Philad" — to go by the 
Sophia. This day rec d 1800 Livres from Delamotte & C°, 
and paid Cap" Geddes 1325 .. 1 . 3. livres. 

Sunday, August 5. — Rose early & walked out ; getting ready 
to leave Honfleurs : rec d no letters this day from Mr Gerry. 

Monday, August 6. — Rose -early, and walked out; rec d a 
letter from Mr Gerry in which he requested me to order 
the Sophia into Havre, then to take him on board, in con- 
sequence for which I requested Cap" Geddes to have the 
Sophia cleared out, which was accordingly done. Wrote 
Mr Gerry ^ Cap" Trench. 

Tuesday, August 7. — Wrote severall letters to Philad*. 
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The pilot informed us there was not a sufficient depth of 
water for the Sophia ; of course could not go out ; wrote to 
Mr. Gerry and informed what the pilot said. 

Wednesday, August 8. — Rose early. At 6 P. M. the Com- 
missary of the Directory visited the Sophia, & at | past 6 
O'Olock sailed from Honfleur. At about 9 arrived off 
Havre, but was ordered not to come in with the vessel, nor 
any person whatever was allowed to go shore : they ordered 
us to come to anchor in the roads, which we did. Wrote a 
letter to Mr Gerry; rec d a letter from Mr Gerry by Mr 
Collet, in which he requested me to draw a df on Bordeaux 
in favor of Mr. Delamotte & deliver it too Mr. Collet for 
Livrs 1562AV on Mr J. Bernard which I did; also drew on 
the Sec y of State for 289^A Dollars in favor of Mr. John 
Bernard. & remitted them to him through the hands of 
Delamotte & C°* Mr Collet said he had an order to take 
what men he wanted, and was taking away two Boys, who 
he said were his apprentices. Upon examination I found 
they were not his apprentices, and would not permit him to 
take them. The two boys wished to remain on board the 
Sophia. Cap" Keer left us in the roads with Mr Collet. 
At half past 6, The Hon We Mr. Gerry came on board ; the 
Sophia was immediately got under way, and sailed for the 
United States. At 8 P. M. was fired at and brought too by 
a British Frigate, called the Niger, of 36 guns, the Honra w 
Thos. Woodhouse, who sent his Comp ts to him if Mr Gerry 
would permit him to wait on him. Cap n Woodhouse came 
on board, stayed a few minutes & left us — proceeded on 
our voyage. 

Thursday, August 9. — Proceeding on our passage, pleasant 
weather. At 3, discovered a lugger in chase of us; light 
breezes from Westward ; saw the Isle of Wight ; the lugger in 
chase, bore away to avoid her ; she still continued after us, in 
consequence of which put out our sweeps and rowed away and 
at 9 A. M. she gave over the chase. The vessel we supposed 
to be a Frenchman, and therefore agreed to put into Port. 



52 Diary of Clement Humphreys. 

Friday, August 10. — At 6 P. M. arrived and came to 
anchor in Spithead ; went on shore, and proceed off to Lon- 
don at Mr Gerry's request. At 10 arrived at London, went 
to Mr Kings and was informed he was absent; took lodgings 
at the London Coffee House, Ludgate Hill. 

Saturday, August 11. — "Walked out to Mr Kings, delivered 
a letter to Mr King's Sec ty , procured a passport from Mr. 
King for the vessel, rec d 20 guineas from Mr. Shallcross to 
be paid in Philad". 

Sunday, August 12. — At 6 A. M. set off for Portsmouth ; 
at 6 P. M. arrived and went on board the Sopliia. 

Tuesday, August H.. — Eose early, went aihore at Gosport 
& Portsmouth ; waited on Mr Carver ; the wind ahead. 

Wednesday, August 15. — Rose early and went on shore, 
purchased several articles for the voyage. This day Mr 
Gerry dined on shore. 

Friday, August 17. — Rose early and getting ready for sea ; 
went to Gosport to settle the ships acc ts with Mr Carver, 
and gave my df for £184 .. 11 Sterling at sight for the 
Sophia disbursments ; also gave him my df* for £37. Ster- 
ling for cash advanced for my use, at sight, both on the 
Sec y of State. This day lent Mr Gerry £25. Sterling. At 
6 P. M. made sail from the Harbour of Portsmouth, a con- 
voy in comp y bound to America, under convoy of the Cle- 
opatra. The wind S. S. E; proceeding on our passage 
home, fine weather. 
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Saturday, August 25. — Proceeding homeward — at 6 A. M. 
saw two sail to "Windward, who bore down on us, and who 
sent their boats on board ; they proved to be two British 
Frigates, the Revolutionaire of 44 guns. Cap n Tindsell, & 
the Dryard, of 44 guns, Cap" Lord Beauclerk, who treated 
us politely. Lat. 49.20 Long "W. 18.30. Proceeding on 
our passage, had a great deal of bad weather. 
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Sunday, September 9. — Light breezes from the W. N.. W., 
at 6 A. M. saw a sail ahead, at about 12 she tacked and 
from her maneuvering we supposed her to be a war vessel, 
and she being to windward, got our guns loaded and the 
people at their quarters, and all ready for action. About 
2 P. M. the said vessel (a brig) showed American colours, 
upon which we immediately hoisted ours and fired a gun to 
leeward. The brig then bore down on us and, we found 
her to be the brig Euthy, of Boston, from Petersburgh and 
bound to Boston; supplied him with provisions; at 4 P. M. 
saw a sail to windward.. Lat 42.. 50 n. Long 6 43..30. 

September SO. — Early in the morning saw the land, which 
proved to be Cape Cod ; proceeding on our passage toward 
Boston ; several sail in sight 

October 1 Proceeding up Boston Bay ; got a Pilot ; saw 

Salem, Cape Ann & Marblehead. At the request of Mr 
Gerry I landed at Nantasket and proceeded on to Quincy. 
Waited on the President of the United States of America; 
handed him several letters for the Sect y of State, as also Mr 
Gerry's communications. Lodged at Marsh's Tavern. 

October #. — Rose early and agreeable to invitation, break- 
fasted with the President, and immediately to Boston. & 
from thence to Cambridge & dined with Mr Gerry. Wrote 
instructions for Cap n Geddes to proceed on to New Castle, 
Delaware, with the Sophia ; returned to Quincy. 



